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corps had been sighted on the Landsberg road.* When the
marshal presently appeared at Grossendorf, Bennigsen, now
seriously alarmed for the safety of his right flank and rear,
with supplies running low, and with the prospect of his
-position becoming untenable, if only from famine, and the
terrible odour of the corpses festering in the sun, determined
on retreat during the ensuing night, by the right bank of the
river.

At 9 p.m., Kamenskoi was ordered to pass the AUe with
9000 men, to march on Bartenstein, and thence to join
Lestocq behind the Frisching. He arrived at Bartenstein
(13 miles) early on the morning of the 12th. Starting again
at 7 a.m., he made another 13-mile march to Lampasch.
Prussian cavalry, reconnoitring on his left flank, found a
strong column of the enemy already in 3?r. Eylau. Kamen-
skoi's troops were weary, but, after two hours' rest, they
once more set out, more to their right, to avoid the enemy,
and to seek Lestocq.

Bennigsen, with the rest of the army, crossing the Alle at
midnight, unperceived by the French, marched in 4 columns
for Bartenstein.

Bagration, once more, with Platow's cossacks, took the
post in which he had already shown such marked capacity,
the command of the rear-guard. It was not till the morning
of the 12th was well advanced that the last troops had
passed the river, burning the bridges behind them,t as well

* Bennigsen at first failed to appreciate the true significance of Davout's
appearance in this position. He " conceived that the enemy were moving on
Koenigsberg, and that General Lestocq, who had "been ordered, in the morning,
to Zinten from Heiligenbeil, on which he had fallen back, might not be strong
enough to resist the advance of the enemy and cover Koenigsberg; he therefore
detached General Kamenskoi, with 9000 men, to join him, and ordered General
Iiestocq to fall back upon Koenigsberg with all expedition and maintain that
city, as he (Bennigsen) was moving upon WeUau with the army to support the
line of the Prtgel" (Wilson, pp. 149,150), The last words are worthy of
special note, as showing that, at this time, Bennigsen had no idea of returning
to the left bank of the Alle at Friedland.

t Ho&pfher (iii. 622) says 11 a,m.; Wilson (p. 151), 7 a.m. The latter
authority thinks that the rear of the Bussians might well have been involved in